  The Roman Catholic Parish of Ss. Peter & Michael         
       Woolston in the Warrington Pastoral Area         
Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council

Tuesday 10th January 2023 at 7.00pm
Present: 

J L G (Chair for meeting); M F (Secretary); G T; J J G; P D; T W (Treasurer); V M; T F; T H; C W 
  1
Welcome and Opening Prayer 
J L G had accepted the position of Chair for the meeting; welcomed everyone to the meeting and then led the opening prayer.
  2
Apologies
G R; M H 1; T O; J M; G A; M H 2; F H
  3
Chair Introduction and Matters Arising From Minutes 
The minutes from the meeting of the Parish Council held on 6th December 2022 was accepted by the Parish Council. T H read out a note that had been sent to the Parish Council from M H 1. M H 1 notified the Parish Council that, unfortunately, for personal reasons, she would be unable to continue her parish duties at present. 
G T and V M agreed to take on the content and operation of the TV screen in church and T H agreed to raise the other church matters with J M and D H so they could arrange suitable cover.
There were no other matters arising except those featured on the agenda.
  4
Liturgy
J M sent a note that weekend Mass attendances in December; by adding together the three Masses which count as the weekend; Saturday, Sunday and Wednesday, were on average 185 parishioners attending Mass - compared to 170 on average attending Mass in November. J M estimated that although the attendances were up 9% month on month they were are still about 11.5% down on pre Covid-19 levels. However this was a similar reduction in numbers compared to other parishes in the deanery.  
J M’s note also said that there was no further news of the appointment of a new resident priest; however he hoped to receive positive news on this matter from D H in the next few weeks. In the meantime A G and M D will continue to provide cover for Parish Services. 

J M also thanked all those parishioners who helped with putting up the Christmas decorations this year and also with taking them down after Mass on Sunday 8th January 2023.
5
Fire and Security
The Parish Council agreed to pay an invoice for the annual contract maintenance fees for the alarm system as the charge was in line with previous years.

.
6
British Gas Meters
T H said a letter had been received from a contractor on behalf of British Gas wishing to install a smart meter at church.
As there is no legal requirement to have a smart meter and the diocese’s fuel management company had confirmed that the fuel tariffs have already been agreed, the Parish Council decided not to have the smart meter installed at present. 
7
Eucharistic Ministers
In the note received from J M, he confirmed that he had received four positive responses to his request for more Eucharistic Ministers with two parishioners still considering the request. 
J L G would follow up with J M and D H to see if the training for the new Eucharistic Ministers could be held in-house.

8
Fund Raiser for Memorial Garden
C W said that she had calculated that there was a deficit of £932 between the funds raised and costs of the very successful repairs to the Memorial Garden. The Parish Council agreed to hold a function to cover the shortfall in the final weeks of April, after St Peter’s Primary School goes back after Easter. J L G said it would be fairly straightforward to arrange a barbecue and family fun day for the fund raiser and it could also be an opportunity for the new Parish Priest, if appointed, to meet the parishioners. 
9
AOB
Trip to Lourdes
D H and G A had looked into a better deal for the proposed parish trip to Lourdes with the diocesan pilgrimage. This worked out at about £900 for seven days. There would be a further meeting held to finalise the details.
Gas Boiler Service

T H had arranged the annual church boiler service for Wednesday, 18th January 2023 at 8.30am.

Headstone for Fr. G
Tony agreed to speak to L C, Fr. G’s life-long close friend and latterly carer, about the headstone for Fr. G’s grave. The Parish Council would also like to make an award to L C in recognition of her assistance to Fr. G over many years. This would be an agenda item at the next meeting of The Parish Council.

Confirmations

A notice had been received about the confirmations this year and J L G said he would follow up this issue with D H.  
10
Date of Next meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held in the Millennium Room on Tuesday, 7th February 2023 at 7.00pm. The Agenda will be circulated before the meeting.
11
Close
The meeting closed at 7.50pm with a prayer led by J L G.
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